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4 1. THALASSIDROMA BULWERI. 


-- 2. PUFFINUS OBSCURUS. 

By the kind help of our friend Mr. C. F. R. Blandy, to 
whom we are indebted for many of our pleasant trips, we 
got a very interesting series of the young of this species, 
showing every stage from the downy nestling to the adult. 
The down is first cast off the middle of the back and shoulders, 
then off the top of the head and throat, next from the whole 
of the upper parts. After this stage the breast becomes 
bare, then the belly and underparts, leaving only the flanks 
and tail-feathers with a downy fringe, which, in the most 
adult of the young specimens before us, is reduced to a few 
filaments on the flanks. The plumage of this last bird differs 
in nowise frem that of the parent. 


XLV.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 383. ] 
80. The British Museum Report for 1890. 


[Return to an Order of the Flonourable The House of Commons, dated 
5th May, 1890; for, Account “of the Income and Expenditure of the 
British Museum (Special Trust Funds) for the Year ending the 31st day 
of March 1890.” “ And, Return of the Number of Persons admitted to 
visit the Museum and the British Museum (Natural History) in each 
Year for 1884 to 1889, both Years inclusive ; together with a Statement 
of the Progress made in the Arrangement and Description of the Collec- 
tions, and an Account of Objects added to them, in the Year 1889.”] 


The Parliamentary Report on the British Museum for the 
present Session announces the addition of more than 69,000 
specimens to the National Zoological Collection. Amongst 
these are specially noticed :— 

(1) “A collection made by H. C. V. Hunter, Esq., in the 
Kilimanjaro district. It comprises twenty-five Mammals, 
including the type of Damalis hunteri; one hundred and 
eighty-six birds, amongst which are types of six new species 
and of nine species new to the collection; a new fish (Oreo- 
chromis hunteri) from one of the crater-lakes; two hundred 
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and twenty-four Coleoptera, with many rare species ; ninc- 
teen Lepidoptera and two Hemiptera.” 

(2) “ The fifth instalment of the Godman-Salvin collection 
of birds, referred to in the Report for 1885. This series 
consists of three thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine 
specimens, and includes sixty-two types and one hundred 
and sixty-four species new to the collection. Presented by 
Osbert Salvin, Esq., F.R.S., and F. DuCane Godman, Esq., 
F.R.S.” 

(8) “The collection of Dendrocolaptide and Formicariide, 
formed by P. L. Sclater, Esq., F.R.S., containing one thou- 
sand ninc hundred and forty-five specimens, and including 
one hundred and ten types and twenty-five especies new to 
the collection. Purchased.” 

(4) “The first instalment of the collection of African 
birds formed by Captain G. E. Shelley, containing one thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-six specimens, and comprising 
Finches, Starlings, Larks, Weaver-birds, Woodpeckers, 
Cuckoos, and Barbets, of which fifteen are types and twenty- 
one species new to the collection. Purchased.” 

(5) “One hundred and forty-eight specimens, forming 
part of the collection of the late Count Riocour, and con- 
taining many of the original specimens described and figured 
by Vieillot, as well as fourtecn other types and three species 
new to the collection, among them a specimen of the extinct 
Starling (Fregilupus varius). This bird, formerly common 
in the Island of Réunion, is supposed to have been exter- 
minated about fifty years ago, and not more than sixteen 
specimens are known to be preserved in various museums. 
Purchased.” 

Under the head of “ Birds” we are informed that ‘“‘ Nine 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six additions were made 
to this branch of the collection during the past year. Besides 
the collections already mentioned, the following are the most 
noteworthy :— 

« Three hundred and eighty-three specimens from the Palæ- 
arctic Region, Africa, and New Guinea, including nine 
types and seven species new to the collection, and among 
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them the Paradise-birds Epimachus macleayane and Astrar- 
chia stephanie; presented by Henry Seebohm, Esq. 

“ Sixty-four specimens from N. Borneo, including Cissa 
Jeffreyi, a species new to the collection ; presented by John 
Whitehead, Esq. 

“ Thirty-six specimens from Palawan, including five species 
new to the collection, collected by Mr. John Whitehead; 
purchased. 

“ Forty-four specimens from Kansu, W. China, including 
seventeen species new to the collection; purchased. 

“Six specimens from Somali-land, including Sazicola 
phillipsi, new to the collection ; presented by E. Lort 
Phillips, Esq. 

“ One hundred and five specimens from the West Indies ; 
presented by the West-Indian Committee for the Exploration 
of the Lesser Antilles. 

“ Six specimens from the Solomon Islands, collected by 
Mr. C. M. Woodford, and including the types of Pomarea 
florencie and Rallina woodford: ; purchased. 

“The type of Eudyptes sclateri from the Auckland Isles ; 
purchased. 

“ Ninety-seven Ducks and Geese from various localities ; 
presented by Captain H. J. Elwes.” 


81. Burmeister on Patagonian Birds. 


[Expedicion a Patagonia por encargo del Museo Nacional, confiada a 
Carlos V. Burmeister, Naturalista viajero del Establecimento, An. Mus. 
Nac. de Buenos Aires. Entrega decimasesta. Buenos Aires: 1890.] 

The appendix to Señor Carlos Burmeister’s report on his 
expedition to Patagonia, undertaken during the summer of 
1888-89, contains a systematic list of the birds collected on 
this occasion, with some notes on their localities and habits. 
The species recorded are 50 in number, mostly well-known 
inhabitants of Antarctic America. A single example of 
Milvago albogularis, Gould, originally discovered in the same 
district by Darwin during the voyage of the ‘ Beagle,’ was 
obtained. Some notes by Señor Fauvety on the habits of 
the Penguins met with on the coast are appended. 
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82. Burmeister on the Fauna of Patagonia. 


[Relacion de un viaje 4 la gobernacion del Chubut por Carlos V. Bur- 
meister, Ayudante del Museo Nacional. Apéndice. Algunas noticias 
sobre la Fauna de la Patagonia. Anales del Mus. Nac. de Buenos Ayres. 
Entrega décimaquinta. 1888.) 


The appendix to Sr. Carlos Burmeister’s narrative of his 
journey across the territory of Chubat, published in the 
fifteenth part of the ‘Annals of the National Museum of 
Buenos Aires,’ contains a summary of what is known of the 
fauna of Patagonia, so far as regards the vertebrated 
animals, After a short résumé of the chief authorities on 
this subject, Sr. Burmeister gives a systematic list of the 
Mammals, Birds, Reptiles, and Batrachians hitherto recorded 
as having been met with in Patagonia and in the Falkland 
Islands, which belong to the same fauna. Besides the names, 
little information is added in most cases except the localities. 
The species of which no examples are contained in the 
National Museum of Buenos Aires are indicated by an 
asterisk. The birds thus enumerated are about 190 in 
number, but among their names are a few, we think, which 
might be eliminated, as merely synonyms of other species 
also on the list. The author appears to have added very 
little original matter to his compilation, and in referring the 
large Cormorant of the Patagonian coast, often called Phala- 
crocorax carunculatus, to P. verrucosus, Cab., has fallen into 
an error. Dr. Cabanis’s species was established on the allied 
form from Kerguelen Island (see Birds of the ‘ Challenger’ 
Expedition, p. 122, pl. xxvi.), and the Patagonian species 
should probably be called P. albiventris (op. cit. p. 121, 
pl. xxv. fig. 2). But Sr. Burmeister does not appear to be 
acquainted with this work. 


83. Christy’s ‘ Birds of Essex.’ 


[Essex Field Club Special Memoirs.—Vol. I]. The Birds of Essex: 
A Contribution to the Natural History of the County. By Miller 
Christy, F.L.S. With 162 woodcut illustrations, two plans, and a 
frontispiece. 8vo. Chelmsford, Buckhurst Hill, and London: 1890.] 


The number of avifaunas of the English counties increases 
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rapidly. We have now before us a volume on the Birds of 
Essex, for which the author tells us he has been “ collecting 
information and materials for fifteen years.” It seems to 
fully correspond in completeness to the time spent upon it, 
for it contains not only an excellent account of the birds 
met with within the limits of the county, but also an essay 
upon its physical features, biographical notices of Essex 
ornithologists (among whom we see the familiar names of 
Brec, Doubleday, Hoy, and Legge), descriptions of the most 
important collections of birds within the county, an account 
of its decoys, and a list of previously published works on the 
same subject. Mr. Christy’s volume is, in fact, well planned 
and well got up, and has the great merit of not being too bulky. 
We must, however, confess that we do not much like some of 
the woodcuts, although it is possible that, as the preface says, 
they may “largely add to the popularity of the work.” Some 
of them, however, are familiar friends of great merit. Five 
“ British Birds” are specially claimed as having been first 
met with in Essex. These are the Alpine Accentor, the 
Blue-headed Wagtail, the Adriatic Gull, the Scopoli’s Sooty 
Tern, and the Pheasant (!), the first record of the occurrence 
of the last-named bird in England being in 1059 (cf. Ibis, 


1869, p. 358). 


84. Clarke on the Birds of Jan Mayen Island. 


[The Birds of Jan Mayen Island. Communicated, with Annotations, 
by W. Eagle Clarke, F.R.S. Zoologist, 1890, pp. 1-16, 41-51. ] 


Mr. Eagle Clarke has communicated to the ‘ Zoologist’ a 
translation of Dr. Fischer and A. v. Pelzeln’s joint paper 
on the birds collected and observed in Jan Mayen Island 
during the sojourn there of the Austro-Hungarian Expec- 
dition in 1882-83, and has added some excellent annotations 
thereto. We have already noticed the original paper (Ibis, 
1887, p. 106), but Mr. Eagle Clarke’s introductory obser- 
vations and his apposite criticisms on the determinations of 
some of the species deserve to be consulted. What is the 
« Blackbird” that appeared in Jan Mayen at Christmas? 
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Can it be really Turdus merula, or is it not more probably 
T. torquatus? We would ask any member of the B. O. U. 
that goes to Vienna to endeavour to settle this point. 


85. Everett on the Birds of Borneo. 

[A List of the Birds of the Bornean Group of Islands. By A. H. 
Everett, C.M.Z.S. Journ. Straits Branch Royal Asiatic Soc. Singapore, 
No. 20, 1889, p. 91.] 

Mr. Everett’s useful list contains the names and references 
of 570 species now known to be found in Borneo and in its 
dependent islands, embracing Balabac, Palawan, the Cala- 
mines, and the Cuyo Islands. Much, however, still has to 
be done, especially in exploring the eastern, south-western, 
and central districts of Borneo itself and the outlying islands, 
before our knowledge of its avifauna can be deemed to be 
anything like complete. 

Summing up his list, Mr. Everett tells us that “no family 
of birds is exclusively confined to the Bornean group, and 
but few genera, even, are peculiar. Allocotops, Chlorocharis, 
Androphilus, and Ptilopyga among the Timeliide, Trico- 
phoropsis and Oreoctistes among the Brachypodide, Pity- 
riasis (¢) among the Laniide, Chlamydochewra among the 
Campophagide, Heteroscops among the Bubonide, Lodio- 
phasis among the Phasianide, and Hematortyx among 
the Tetraonidee all appear to be peculiar to the island of 
Borneo alone; while we have Ptilocichla among the Time- 
liidee and Dryococcyx among the Cuculide restricted appa- 
rently to the Palawan subgroup.” Of the species, however, 
a considerable proportion seem to be exclusively confined to 
the group, and Mr. Everett gives us a list of 140 thus 
restricted. 


86. Haryitt on the Picide. 


[Catalogue of the Picariz in the Collection of the British Museum. 
Scansorex, containing the Family Picidæ. By Edward Hargitt. 8vo. 
London: 1890. ] 

The 18th volume of the Catalogue of Birds has been issued 
in advance of the 16th and 17th. It is devoted to the Picide 
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—the first family of the “ Scansores,’”’ which are here con- 
sidered as a “suborder” of the Picarix. The Catalogue of 
the Picidæ has been prepared by Mr. Edward Hargitt, who, 
as is well known to most of us, has devoted much time and 
great attention to this group of birds for many years. 

The number of genera of the family Picide is, as the 
author tells us, 50, every known genus being represented in 
the British Museum. The number of species and subspecies 
recognized is 885, of which 36 are still wanting to complete 
the series in the Collection. Of these 385 species, the Mu- 
scum possesses the types of 75. The number of specimens 
of Picidæ in the Collection at the present date is 7894. 

Mr. Hargitt divides the family Picide into three sub- 
families—Picine, Picumnine, and Iynginæ. He recognizes 
338 specics of the first group, 43 of the second, and + of the 
third. 

The following four genera are now proposed for the first 
time :—Sapheopipo for Picus noguchii, Secb.; Crocomorphus 
for Celeus flavus, auctt ; Microstictus in place of Lichten- 
steinipicus (1), Bp.; and Nesoctites for Picumnus micromegas, 
Sund. Only one new species appears to be described, 
namely, Chloronerpes godmani, from Mexico. 

Fifteen coloured plates (very nicely executed by Peter 
Smit) are attached to the present volume. They represent 
the following 17 species :—Chloronerpes xanthochlorus, Chry- 
sophlegma wrayi, Melanerpes pulcher, Dendrocopus pyrrho- 
thorax, Iynyipicus nigrescens, I. picatus, I. grandis, Dendro- 
bates fidelis, Mesopicus wantholophus, M. johnstoni, Celeus 
spectabilis, Cerchueipicus occidentalis, Chrysocolaptes rufo- 
punctatus, Thriponax pectoralis, Picumnus flavifrons, P. 
wallacii, and Sasia everetti. 

Ilaving becn lately engaged in studying the birds of Chili, 
we may venture to say that we doubt the occurrence of 
Dendrocopus mixtus in that Republic. The “ Pampas Argen- 
tinas,” whence Leybold’s specimens were obtained, are near 
Mendoza, in Argentina, and the other specimens labelled 
« Chili ” are in all probability from the same district. The 
only Chilian Woodpecker of this group is, we believe, Den- 
drocopus lignarinus. 
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87. Hartert and Kutter on East-Indian Birds and Eggs. 


[Zur Ornithologie der indisch-malayischen Gegenden. Von Ernst 
Hartert. (Mit oologischen Beiträgen von Oberstabsarzt Dr. Kutter.) 
J. £. O. 1889, p. 345.] 

Herr Ernst Hartert has made a nineteen-months’ collect- 
ing-tour in the East, and now gives us the benefit of his 
ornithological collections and experiences. During the first 
nine months he devoted himself principally to insects in 
Penang, Sumatra, Salanga, and Perak, but obtained likewise 
a few birds. Returning to Calcutta, Herr Hartert proceeded, 
along with an American entomologist, Mr. Wm. Doherty, 
to Upper Assam, and after several months’ stay there, went 
back to the Malay Peninsula, whence he returned home 
through continental India. The birds have been determined 
at the Berlin Museum, while Dr. Kutter, the well-known 
Oologist of Cassel, contributes notes on the eggs. 

Herr Hartert divides his observations into four sections— 
Sumatra, Perak, Assam, and continental India, and gives us 
many interesting remarks on all these subjects. Under the 
second head will be found the author’s collected notes on the 
Eurylæmidæ and their nesting. He obtained nests and eggs 
of Hurylemus ochromelas and Cymborhynchus macrorhynchus 
in Perak and of Serilophus rubrophyius in Assam, and was 
furnished with notes on those of Psarisomus dalhousie by 
a correspondent. From his observations and those already 
recorded by Messrs. Davison and Oates, it is now certain, 
as is pointed out by Dr. Kutter, that the Eurylemidz con- 
struct a domed purse-shaped nest, suspended to the bough 
of a tree, and lay more or less spotted eggs. 

In Assam Herr Hartert stationed himself first at Mar- 
gherita, on the Dihong, at the foot of the Patkoi Hills, 
and afterwards under the Mishmi Hills, north of Sadiya, 
whence he explored the adjoining ranges. Amongst other 
birds of interest, he met with Cypselus infumatus (verus) 
breeding in the native villages at an elevation of 1500 feet 
and upwards, and asserts its specific difference from the 
Burmese Swift so called by Oates. A Swift determined 
as Collocalia linchi (?) was also obtained here, and the 
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nest, attached to the stem of a fallen tree, was taken. Three 
specimens of the rare Hornbill Anorrhinus austeni (cf. Ibis, 
1872, p. 6) were procured on the Patkoi Hills and are de- 
scribed in detail. Altogether Herr Hartert seems to have 
made a most successful and instructive expedition. 


88. Hartlaub on Birds from China. 


[Ueber eine Sammlung Chinesischen Vogel. Von Dr. G. Hartlaub. 
Abhandl. naturw. Ver. Bremen, xi. 1890,] 

Dr. Hartlaub gives us an account of a small collection of 
birds sent to the Bremen Museum by Herr B. Schmacker, a 
Bremner resident in Shanghai. It contains 100 specimens, 
which are referred to 48 species. These are all known species, 
but our friend manages to give us some very interesting notes 
on them, and prefaces his account of them with a concise 
but accurate résumé of our chief authorities on Chinese orni- 
thology. Only we must inform him that Mr. Seebohm, not 
the British Museum, is the fortunate owner of the “ Swinhoe 
Collection.” 


89. Oustalet on a new Tinamou. 


E [Description d'un nouyeau Tinamou de la Patagonie. Par M. E. Ous- 
talet. Ann. d. Se. Nat. Zool. ix. p. 84.] 


Under the name Tinamotis ingoufi, M. Oustalet describes 
a second species of this peculiar genus of Tinamidæ, of which 
a specimen. was obtained by M. Lebrun, of the French 
Scientific Mission to Patagonia, at Santa Cruzin 1882. The 
only previously known species of this genus is T. pentlandi, 
of the Bolivian Andes. 


90. Pycraft on the Bird’s Wing. 

[A Contribution to the Pterylography of Birds’ Wings. By W. P. 
Pycraft. 8vo. Leicester: 1800. Reprinted from the Trans, Leicester 
Lit. & Phil. Soe. ii. pt. 3.] 

We are much pleased to see a new writer taking up ptery- 
Jography—there is still so much to be done, even as regards the 
most ordinary British species, in this much-neglected branch 
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ofornithology. Mr. Pycraft has established some good points 
in his little paper, and has evidently studied the bird’s wing 
to some purpose. He maintains that the “remicle” is 
attached to the third phalanx of the second digit, and not to 
the second, as stated by Wray, and discusses well the de- 
gencration of this little feather in certain groups. As regards 
Phenicopterus, Wray was again undoubtedly wrong in stating 
that it is quincubital (cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 81). But we may 
well excuse an occasional slip in so precise and original a 
writer. 

We quite agree with Mr. Pycraft that the term “ tertials ” 
should be totally abolished, and ‘inner secondaries ” used 
for the secondaries next to the primaries, which in some birds 
are much elongated. We trust that this author will con- 
tinue his studies of the bird’s wing. 


91. Records of the Australian Museum. 


[Records of the Australian Museum. Edited by the Curator. Vol. I. 
No. 1. Printed by Order of the Trustees: E, P. Ramsay, LL.D., Curator, 
8yo. Sydney: 1890.] 

This is the first number of a “ new occasional periodical,” 
intended to contain ‘the results of original researches” 
made by the officers of the Australian Museum, “ reports of 
their collecting-expeditions,” and “ other matter relating to 
the work of the Museum.” Dr. E. P. Ramsay is the editor, 
Several of the papers in the present number relate to birds. 
In Dr. Ramsay’s report on a zoological collection from the 
Solomon Islands, seven species of birds are mentioned as 
obtained in Howla Island, belonging to the Shortland group ; 
one of these, Pomarea lcucophthalma, is described as new. 
A list is given of the birds obtained by Messrs. E. J. Cairn 
and R. Grant during their collecting-trips to N.E. Queens- 
land from April to September 1889. Dr. Ramsay contributes 
remarks on the occurrence of some rare birds in New South 
Wales—Piezorhyuchus leucotis, Pycnopiilus floccosus, &e. 
Mr. A. J. North gives notes on the nests and eggs of Merula 
vinitincta and Ocydromus sylvesiris of Lord Howe’s Island, 
and on the nidification of Helerumyias cinereifrons and 
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Orthonyx spaldingi in N.E. Queensland. The latter builds a 
dome-shaped nest and lays white eggs. 


92.. Reid on the Birds of the Lucknow Museum. 

[Catalogue of the Birds in the Provincial Museum, N.W. P. and Oudh, 
Lucknow, on the Ist April, 1880. Allahabad: 1890. 1 vol. &vo, 
358 pp. | 

This volume gives a list of the specimens of Indian birds 
in the Lucknow Museum, about 5360 in number, repre- 
senting 783 species, with an accurate record of their localities. 
Jerdon’s arrangement is followed. The species not included 
in that work are described in an appendix. References are 
also given to the volumes of the B. M. Catalogue where 
published. 


93. Ridgway’s ‘ Birds of Illinois.’ 

[The Ornithology of Illinois, Part I. Descriptive Catalogue. By 
Robert Ridgway. Part II. Economie Ornithology. By S. A. Forbes. 
Volume I. Published by Authority of the State Legislature. Springtield, 
IL: 1889.) l 

Mr. Ridgway is a native of Illinois, having been born at 
Mount Carmel, in the S.E. part of that State, and mainly 
resident there until 1867. No better qualified person there- 
fore could have been found to undertake the task of com- 
piling an account of the birds of Illinois. Moreover, the 
Bird- collection of the U. S. National Museum under his 
charge contains “ thousands of specimens from Illinois, con- 
tributed by various naturalists now or formerly residing in 
the State.” Mr. H.K. Coale of Chicago, whose industry 
in collecting and observing birds is known to many of us, 
has also placed “ his note-books, full of valuable records,” at 
the “ author’s disposal.” 

In the Introduction are described, first, the physical 
features of the State, which are gencrally of a very simple 
nature, the highest point at the northern border only reach- 
ing some 1100 feet above the sea-level, and the whole extent 
presenting a gradual slope to the south-east. While the 
northern portion is (or was) uniform prairic, the southern is 
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heavily wooded. The characteristic features of the avifauna 
are then pointed out, and a series of tables given, showing 
the residents, summer migrants, and visitants. A full Bibli- 
ography follows. 

The systematic portion of the present volume begins with 
the Passeres, that most inconvenient and unnecessary system 
of beginning at the wrong end, so dear to our American 
friends, being on this occasion ignored. The other higher 
groups down to the end of the Columbe follow. 


94. Sharpes Catalogue of the Sturniformes and Abnormal 
Passeres. 

[Catalogue of the Passeriformes, or Perching Birds, in the Collection of 
the British Museum. Sturniformes, containing the Families Artamidæ, 
Sturnide, Ploceidæ, Alaudide, also the Families Atrichiide and Menu- 
ride. By R. Bowdler Sharpe. London: 1890.] 

The issue of the 18th volume of the Catalogue of Birds 
renders the account of the great Order Passeres complete 
(sce above, p. 888). As regards species, the Passeres are 
usually supposed to be equally numerous with, or perhaps 
slightly more numerous than, all the other Orders of Birds 
put together. According to the views of the authors of the 
thirteen volumes in which they are catalogued, about 6480 
species of Passeres are at present known. We shall probably 
not be far wrong, therefore, if we give the total number of 
species of Birds to be catalogued as 18,000. But we doubt 
whether twenty-six volumes (7. e. twice the number assigned 
to the Passeres) will be sufficient for this purpose; perhaps 
twenty-nine or thirty will be nearer the mark. 

In the present volume we have an account of 601 species 
and subspecies, belonging to the tamilies Artamide, Sturnide, 
Ploceidze, Alaudidze, Atrichiidæ, and Menuride. Of these 
only 58 (25 of which are of doubtful value) are unrepresented 
in the British Museum. The number of specimens illus- 
trative of these families reaches the total of 11,699. 

Two genera only are recognized in the Artamide—Artamus, 
with 17 species, and the curious Æthiopian monotype Pseudo- 
chelidon, which, in our opinion, should rather constitute a 
family by itself. 
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The Sturnidæ are divided into two subfamilies, Sturninæ 
and Buphaginæ; the former contains 39 genera, the latter 
only Buphaga with two species. The following genera appear 
to.be proposed for the first time :— 

Chalcopsar, for Megalopterus australis, Smith. 

Hagiopsar, for Amydrus tristrami, Sel. 

Heteropsar, for Lamprocolius acuticaudus, Bocage. 

Mainatus (sive Eulabes) palawanensis is a new subspecies 
of Gracula javanensis* from Palawan. 

The Ploceidæ in the Catalogue are divided into two sub- 
families, Viduinæ and Ploceinæ. Of the former 42 genera 
are recognized, embracing 212 species and subspecies; of 
the latter 20 genera, with 100 species and subspecies. The 
following generic terms are new :— 

Penthetriopsis, for Loxia macrura, Gm. 

Stictospiza, for Fringilla formosa, Lath. 

Granatina, for Fringilla granatina, Linn. 

Heteryphantes, for Malimbus nigricollis, Vieill. 

Nesacanthis, for Foudia eminentissima, Bp. 

We trust that Mr. Sharpe will excuse us for remarking 
that, according to the principles which he usually goes upon 
(i.e. of spellmg names correctly, when the derivation is 
obvious),  Phileterus”’ should be written Phileterus (pidos, 
amicus, et éraîpos, socius), and “ Aidemosyne ” Ædemosyne. 

The following new specific and subspecific terms are 
employed in the Ploceidæ :—Urobrachya hildebrandti, Lago- 
nosticta landane, Amadina marginalis, Zonogastris soudanensis, 
Coccopygia kilimensis, Hypochera amauropteryx, Nigrita pi- 
naronota, Munia wallacii, M. cabanisi, Uroloncha squami- 
collis, U. propinqua, Sitagra monacha, Hyphantornis jamesoni, 
H. castaneiceps, H. shelleyi, and Malimbus bartletti. 

In the family Alaudidæ Mr. Sharpe recognizes 116 species 
and subspecies, and refers them to 21 genera, of which two 


* In the body of the work Mr. Sharpe uses Mainatus for Gracula 
religiosa, Linn., and its allied forms. In the Appendix he changes it to 
Eulabes, following Mr. Oates (Faun. Brit. Ind., Aves, i. p. 509). But we 
see no sufficient reason for not employing the Linnean term Gracula, 
generally adopted. 


458 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


(Chersophilus, for Alauda duponti, and Heliocorys, for Gale- 
rita modesta) are new. The following new specific and sub- 
specific terms are used :—Alaudula persica, A. seebohmi, 
Mirafra secunda, M. alopex, Heliocorys modesta, Ammomanes 
algeriensis. 

Fifteen coloured plates, drawn by J. and Peter Smit, illus- 
trate this volume, and give us representations of the following 
39 species :—Sturnus menzbieri, S. porphyronotus, Poliopsar 
cambodianus, P. burmanicus, P. leucocephalus, Sturnopastor 
conira, S. superciliaris, S. jalla, Aplonis brunnescens, Lam- 
procolius iynitus, L. glaucovirens, L. lessoni, L. splendens, 
L. purpureus, L. chloropterus, L. sycobius, L. chalcurus, L. 
purpurciceps, L. cupreocaudus, Urobrachya bocagii, Quelea 
erythrops, Q. cardinalis, Q. quelea, Q. intermedia, Q. ethiopica, 
Q. russi, Lagonosticta jamesoni, L. polionota, L. congica, 
L. landane, Pytelia hypograumica, Hyphantornis castanops, 
H. xanthopterus, H. aurantius, H. aureoflavus, H. castaneiceps, 
H. bojeri, H. superciliosus, anad Spermospiza ruficapilla. 


95. Shufeldt on the Anatomy of Speotyto. 


[Notes on the Anatomy of Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. By R. W. 
Shufeldt, M.D., C.M.Z.S. Journ. of Morph. iii. p. 115.] 

Dr. Shufeldt has already treated of the skeleton of Speotyto 
(cf. U. S. Geol. & Geogr. Surv. of the Terr., Hayden’s 12th 
Ann. Rep. pp. 593-695), but now gives us some further 
information, and describes at full length the pterylosis, 
muscles, and viscera of this Owl. The pterylosis presents 
some peculiar points, which, however, may be shared in by 
other Owls not yet carefully examined. ‘There is also a 
peculiarity in the structure of the plantar tendons, which 
merits further examination. An excellent figure of the 
pterylosis illustrates the memoir. 


96. Shufeldt on the North-American Passeres. 


[Contributions to the Comparative Osteology of the Families of North- 
American Passeres. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D., C.M.Z.S. Journ. of 
Morph. iii. p. 81.] 


Dr. Shufeldt takes the twenty familics of North-American 
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Passeres, as adopted in the Check-list of the American 
Ornithologists’ Union, and, after a “concise sketch” of the 
osteology of one or more of the representatives of each of 
these groups, proposes to show how they may be arranged in 
a more natural linear order. Many of these types (Lanius, 
Sturnella, Eremophila, Chamea, &c.) have been studied in 
former papers, details are now given on most of the remainder. 
The revised table (op. cit. p. 107) is perhaps, in some respects, 
an improvement upon that of the Check-list; but, as is 
unfortunately the case in most of this author’s elaborate 
memoirs, no precise characters are given by which the twenty 
families may be distinguished. If Dr. Shufeldt would furnish 
these he would do a good deed. 

As regards the elevation of Corvide to the highest place in 
the Passerine serics, in maintaining which Dr. Shufeldt 
follows Professor Newton, we think that the wing-structure 
of the Crows is hardly reconcilable with this view. Surely 
the families in which the primary quills are nearly (or quite) 
reduced to nine in number must be allowed to be of a 
higher degree of development than those which retain ten 
or eleven fully formed primarics. It may be quite truc that 
the Raven has a “ relatively larger brain ” than that of other 
Passeres, that its young have “ substantially the plumage of 
their parents,” and even that it is ‘a far more intelligent 
bird than any species of Sialia ” ; but its wing-structure is, 
to our mind, a more significant character, and the Corvine 
wing-structure is of a “low type.” 


97. Shufeldt on the Position of Chamæa. 


[On the Position of Chamea in the System. By R. W. Shufeldt. 
Journ. of Morph. iii. p. 475.] 

The much-vexed question of the position of Chamea in 
the natural series ‘is here discussed by Dr. Shufeldt at full 
length, after examination of a goodly series of specimens of 
this form and its supposed allies, contributed by sympathizing 
friends and correspondents. The ultimate results arrived at 
are not very concisely given. But it would seem that the 
“general form of Chamea is more like that of a Bush-'Tit 
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(Psaltriparus)”’ than that of other birds with which it has 
been compared. The cranial characters tend in the same 
direction, and “force us to believe”? that Chamea is more 
nearly allied to Psaltriparus than to any other bird of the 
North-American avifauna. 


98. Shufeldt on the Osteology of the Wuter-birds. 

[Contributions to the Comparative Osteology of Arctic and Sub-Aretic 
Water-Birds—Part VI. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D., C.M.Z.S. Journ. 
Anat. & Physiol. xxiv. p. 169.] 

Dr. Shufeldt continues his studies on the osteology of the 
Water-birds (see above, p. 381), and now treats of the Loons 
and Grebes. He does not at all agree with the plan of the 
“ Check-list” in separating these two families, and uniting 
the Loons with the Awks. However widely separated vow, 
Dr. Shufeldt believes that the Loons and Grebes are derived 
from the same ancestral stock. 

The osteological characters of the Loons are concisely 
summarized in seven numbered paragraphs at the close of the 
article. 


99. Stejneger on Birds from Kauai, Hawaiian Islands. 

[Notes on a third Collection of Birds made in Kauai, Hawaiian Islands, 
by Valdemar Knudsen. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 
xii. pp. 377-886. ] 

Dr. Stejneger, who, though “ Curator of the Department 
of Reptiles and Batrachians”’ in the U.S. National Museum, 
does not, we are happy to see, neglect the birds, gives us an 
account of another collection of his correspondent, Mr. 
Knudsen, in Kauai, of the Hawaiian Islands. As must be 
the case with all collections from this locality, it is full of 
interest. Additional specimens now convince the author of 
the identity of his Puffinus knudseni with P. cuneatus, Salvin. 
Bulweria bulweri (!) is an unexpected addition to the Hawaiian 
list. Dr. Stejneger is now “ fully satisfied” that Pheornis is 
very closely allied to Myzadestes, and should be included in 
the same group. This is certainly, as he remarks, of “ very 
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great interest,” as it is “the only instance of a peculiar 
Hawaiian genus of Passerine birds being related to birds 
exclusively American in their present distribution.” Finally, 
a new species of Oreomyza is described as O. wilsoni. 
Altogether 22 species of birds are spoken of in the present 
memoir. 


100. Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen’s ‘ Ornithologisches Jahrbuch? 


[Ornithologisches Jahrbuch—Organ fiir das palæarktische Faunen- 
gebiet. Herausgegeben yon Victor, Ritter von Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen. 
Band I. Hefte 2-4, 1890.] 

Three more numbers of the new ‘ Ornithologisches Jahr- 
buch, of which we have already mentioned the institution 
(above, p. 382), have reached us. They contain various 
articles on Central European birds, of which that which 
interests us most is an account of the irruption of Pastor 
roseus into South-castern Europe in June 1889. In that 
month large flocks of this remarkable migrant arrived at 
Knjajevo, near Sophia. Small flocks and wandering indi- 
viduals appear to have separated from the main swarm, and 
were met with at different points in Bohemia, Galizia, 
Moravia, Carinthia, Lower Austria, Croatia, Bosnia, and 
Hungary. The last great irruption of Pastor roseus took 
place in 1875 (cf. Verh. k.-k. zool.-bot. Ges, Wien, xxvii. 
Abh. p. 196). 


101. Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen on Pailas’s Sand-Grouse. 


[Das Steppenhuhn (Syrrhaptes paradoxus, Pall.) in Oesterreich-Ungarn, 
eine ornithologische Studie von Victor, Ritter von Tschusi zu Schmid- 
heffen. Separat-Abdruck aus d. Mitth. Naturw. Ver. Steiermark, 1889.] 

In this memoir we have a very complete account of the 
various occurrences of Syrrhaptes within the limits of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. After a list of the publications 
on the subject, which occupics eight closely printed pages, 
the fifteen principal divisions of the dual monarchy are taken 
in alphabetical order, and the various authorities are given 
for the occurrences of this bird in each of these divisions. 
By the “tabular review ” which follows, it would seem 

SER, VI.— VOL. II. 2L 


462 Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


that the greatest number of specimens were recorded in 
Bukowina, as might have been expected. General details 
as to the flights of the different years, their direction, and 
their length of stay, also as to the manner of life and the 
food of the birds, and other particulars are appended, and a 
elearly drawn map accompanies the memoir. Although 
several cases of females being shot with ripe eggs in the ovi- 
duct are recorded, no authentic instance of the bird’s breed- 
ing in Austro-Hungary has been ascertained. 


102. Zeledón on the Birds of Costa Rica. 


[Catálogo de las Aves de Costa Rica, Con indicación de las especies, 
localidades y núméro de ejemplares contenidos en la colección del Museo 
Nacional. Por José ©. Zeledón. Ann. Mus. Nac, Rep. Costa Rica, 1887, 
p. 107.] 

This revised and augmented Catalogue of the Birds of 
Costa Rica gives the names and localities of no less than 708 
species. The last published list (Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1885, 
p. 104) contained 692, showing that 16 species have been 
recently added to the Costa-Rican avifauna by the exertions 
of the author, whose zeal in the good cause is well known 
to us. 


XLVI.—Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


Tur following letters, addressed ‘‘ to the Editor,” have 
been received since our last issue :— 


Srr,—Occasionally individuals of the Penguin of New 
Zealand ( Eudyptes pachyrhynchus) leave the sea and ramble 
considerable distances up the freshwater rivers. Two in- 
stances, which have occurred to my knowledge within the 
last five years, are worth recording. On February 9th, 1886, 
a specimen of this species was captured on the Kakauni river, 
in North Otago, six miles from the sea. A second speci- 
men was captured on the 24th of last month, on the Ashburton 
river, twelve miles from the sea, and was duly chronicled 
in the local newspapers. Mr. Robin, the farmer who brought 


